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A prince (they said), is appointed by God to be the shepherd of
His people. When he fails in this duty, when he oppresses them,
violates their rights, and tramples on their liberties, as if they were
slaves, then he is not a prince but a tyrant. And the Estates of
the land are then justified in deposing him and placing another on
his throne. They rehearsed in formal and moderate language tlie
story of the persecutions and tyrannies they had endured from
Philip during twenty years, dwelling mainly on acts of oppression
rather than on religious persecution. They then declared tlie
King of Spain deposed from sovereignty over them, and refused to
recognise his authority or his officials. And this was clenched by
a new Oath, whereby Philip was renounced and allegiance was
transferred to the United Netherlands.
"Fatinus," writes the Jesuit Strada in horror, "quasi
dbhorrente animo liactenus supersedi." It was, as he truly
felt, the knell of absolute, indefeasible monarchy "by
the grace of God." And the wrath of Heaven, he adds,
was signified by a terrific earthquake (ingens insolitusque
terrae-motus).
No one knew so well as the Prince that to abjure
allegiance to Philip was not enough—that without some
protector they were lost. In his own age and in ours
he has been reproached for not frankly accepting the
sovereignty himself. The States of Holland, a year
before, had offered him the Countship of Holland, which
he steadily refused. And now he risked his reputation
and influence by almost forcing on the United States
the sovereignty of a French prince. William refused
sovereignty himself for the same reasons and in the
same way as Cromwell. He felt that acceptance by
him would hopelessly alienate the Catholic and Belgian
elements. He did not see the possibility of a Eepublic.
Like Cromwell, he was willing to take on himself the
whole responsibility of power; he would not accept the
formal titles of sovereignty; yet he felt that a titular

